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By being pecuiflh f I tell thee what Anthony 
I loue thee, and ic is my louc that fpeakes ; 
There are a fort of men, wh^fe vifages 
Do etc a me and mantle like 5 flan ding pond, 
And do a wilful! ftilneffe cntertaine, 
With purpofe to be drellin an opinion 
Of wifedome, grauky, profound conceit, 
A* who {hould fay, 1 am fir an Oracle, 
And when I ope my lips, letnodoggc barke. 

0 my Anth$mo % I do know of thefe 
That therefore onely are reputed wife, 
For faying nothing ; when J am vericfure 

If they fhould fpeake, would almoft dam thofe cares 

Which hearing them would call their brothers fooles : 

lie tell thee more of this another time. 

BiK fifh not with this melancholly baite 

For this fooleGudgin* this opinion : 

Come good Lorenz,o > faryewell a while* 

lie end my exhortation after dinner* 

Lor* Well, we will leaueyou then till dinnertime* 

1 muft be one ot thcie fame dumbe wife men; 
For GYAtUno ncuer let's mc fpeake, 

Gra. Well , keepe me company but two ycare5 mo. 
Thou fhalt not know the found of thine owne tongue. 
tsfnt. Far you well. He grow a talker for this geare, 
C?raThankcs ifaith/or filenceis onely commendable 
In ineats tongue dri 4 d, and a maid not vendible. Exit. 
Ant. It is that any thing now. 
*Bafi CrttUno fpcakes an infinite dcale of nothing, 
morcthenany man in all Venice, hit reafons are two 
gr aincs of wheate hid in two buiin els of ehaffe;you fhall 
fcekc all day ere you finde them,& when you haue them 
they are not worth thefearch. 

An. Well : tel me now, what Lady is the fame 
To whom you fwore a fecret Pilgrimage 
That you to day promised totel me of? 

*Baf Tis notivnknowne to yon Amhmio 
How much I haue difabled mine cflate, 
By forncthing (hewing a more fwelling port 
Then my faint wneanes wquld grant continuance : 
Nor do I now make mone to be abridg'df 
From fuch a noble race, but my cheefc care 
Is to come faireJy off from the great debts 
Wherein my time forncthing too prodigal! 
Hath left me gagM : to you Amhonh 
I owe the mo ft in money in loue, 
And from your loue I haue a warrantic 
To vnburthen all my plots and purpefes, 
How to get cleere of all the debts I owic. 

An. I pray you good "Bajfanta let me know h s 
And if it fland as you your felfe ftill do t 
Within the eye of honour , be affur/d 
My purfc, my perfon, my extreameft meancs 
Lye all vnlo-k d to your occafioiis, 

'Baf. In my fchoole dayes^ when 1 had loft one (haft 
I fhot his fellow of the feifefame flight 
The felfefarwe way, with more aduifed watch 
To finde the other forth, end by aduencuring both, 
I oft found both. I yrge thischjld-hoodeproofc, 
Bccaufe what followcs is pure innocence, 
I owe you much, and like a wilfull youth, 
That which I owe is loft ; butifyou plcafc 
To fhootc another arrow that felfe way 
Which you did fhaot thefirft, I do not doubt, 
As I will watch the ay me : Or to finde both, 
Or bring your latter hazard backeagauie, 



And thankfully reft debter fortheftrft, 

tAn. You know me wcll,and herein fpend fa^t 
To windc about my louc with circumftance lttlc 
And out of doubt you doe more wrong 
In making qucftion of my vttermoft 
Then if you had made w afte of all I haue 2 
Then doe but fay to me what I fhould doc 
That in your knowledge may by mc be done 
And I am preft vnto it s therefore fpeake. 

Baffl In Tttmmt is a Lady ri chly left , 
And flic is faire, and fairer then that word. 
Of wondrous venues, fometimcs from her eyet 
I did receiue faire fpecchlefle meffa^s : 
Her jiamc is Portia, nothing vndervallewd 
To fates daughter, Brntm 'Portia $ 
Nor is the wide world ignorant.of her worth, 
For the four e windes blow in from euery coafi 
Renowned futors, and her funny locks 
Hang on her temples like a golden fleece f 
Which niakes her feat of Belmont £holches ftrotid 
And many I a fans come in qucft of her* 

0 my Anthmi& % had I but the meancs 
To bold a riuall place with, one of them, 

1 haue a minde prcfages me fuch thrift, 
That 1 fhould queftionleflc be fortunate* 

Antk Thou knowfl chat all my fortunes are at fa 
Neither haue 1 money, nor commodity 
To raife aprefent furnme, therefore got forth 
Try what my credit can in pemce doe > 
That fhall be rackteuen to the vttermoft, 
To furni/h thee to 'Belrmnt to faire Pmia. 
Goeprcfently enquire, ^nd To will I 
Where money isj and I no qucft ion make 
To haue it of my truft^or for my fake, €xm, 

Entsr Ponmmth her waiting mma* Ntrifd, 

Pmia. By my troth Ntm/a } my little body is aga- 
ric of this gf eat world, 

Ntr* You would befweetMadam/ifyourmilencs 
were in the fame abundance as your good fortunesaic; 
and yet for ought I fee, tticy are as ficke that fiirfet toirh 
too much, as ihey that ftariie with nothing ; it is no fmal 
happinelfe therefore to bee feated in the meant , Fuper* 
fluitic comes fooner by white haires , but competent 
tiues longer. 

Portia. Good fentences,and wellpronounc'd* 
Nfr* They would be better if well followed, 
Pvrtia. If to doe were as eafie as to know wbt were 
good todoCjChappels had becDC Churches, andpoctf 
mens cottage* Princes Pallaees; it is a good Diuine ibi 
folio wes his owncinftruitions^ I can eaficr teach mv? 
tie what were good to bcdonc,then be one of themrt* 
tie to follow mine owne teaching : the brainc may oe- 
uife lawes for the blood , but a hot temper leapes ore a 
colde dccree > f«ch a hare is madneffe the youth, to skip 
ore the medics of good counfaik the cripple ; buc this 
reafon is not in fafhion to ehoofc mc a husband : 0 mee, 
the word choo^ I may neither ehoofc whom I tfoalJ, 
nor refufe whom I difli ke,fo is the wil of 3 Isuing 
ter curb'dby the will of a dead father: it is not hard Uv> 
riffitt that I cannot ehoofc orn^nor refiife noire, 1 

N*r . Your father was cuer vertuoui , and holy men 
at their death haue good infpiratiogs, therefore the Ic- 
teric that hec hath deu j fed in thefc three chcftsofgoU, 
filucr^andleadCj whereof who choofes his meaning, 
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t one who you 
^therein your z^i 
;that arealre'at 


Who you fhall rightly loue^but what warmth 
ifteaion towards any of thefe Princely 


thEro> I will defcrib; thfm.and according to rr 
riArt kuell at my affe^ion* 
Ti there is the Neopolitane Pnnce 
that's a cokindeede forhedoth no 


nothing but 
and hes makes it a great appropria. 

t» mlh afraid my Ladie his mother plaid felfe 

w3 fc s 7ht^stto n fj 

L He doth nothing but frowncfa* who fhould 
fd and you will not haue tne.choofc : he hearcs merne 
rJes andWsnot^feare bee will prouc the weeping 
Pbvlofophcrwhenhegrowesold, being fo full ot vn- 
Jonerlv fadneffe in his youth.)I had rather to be marri- 
cd toadc ainS head with a bone in his mouth, then to ei- 
ther of thefe ; God defend me from chefc two. 

tftr, How lay you by the French Lord, Mounfier 

r ff Bourn ? . t r 

p r »* God made him, and therefore let him pafkror a 
man in truth I know it is a finnc to be a mockcr,but he, 
wh/hehath a horfe better then the Neapolitans, a bet^ 
ter badhabite of frowning then the Count Palcntine.hc 
Ueuery man in no man, if a Traffell fing ; . he fals ftraight 
a capring,he will fence with his own fliadow.If I fhould 
mm y biin, I fliould marry twentic husbands : if hec 
would defoife me,! would tbrgiuehira/or ifheloueme 
to madneffe, 1 fhould ncuer requite him. 

Jsftr* What fay you then to FMcmbridgt} the yong 
Baron of Engknd} 

Pw, You know I fay nothing to him, forhee vnder- 
fiandsnotme^or I him / he hath neither Lativc, trench, 
not Italian ,znd you will cofsie inco the Court & iwearc- 
that I haue a poovc pennie-worth in the S&gitfo - bee is a 
proper mans rn&ute, but alas who can conuerfe with a 
dumbe mow ? how odly he is ftiitedj thinke he bought 
his doublet in /Mfe,his round ho fc in France bonnet 
fa Gcrmmie^A his behauiour euery where, 

Nsr, What thinke you of the other Lord his neigh- 
bour? 

P&r, That hehath a neighbourly charitie in hrm, for 
he borrowed a boxe of the eare of the Engli{hman 9 and 
fwove he would pay him againe when bee was able : I 
thinke the Fremhmm became his furetie,and fcald vnder 
for another. 

Ner* How like you the yong Germdine, the Duke of 
Saxonies Nephew ? 

Per, Very vildely in the morning when hec is fober, 
and moft vildely in the afternoone when hee is drunkc ; 
when he isbef^heisalittleworfe then a man, and when 
he 15 worft,hc is little better then a bcaft • and the worft 
fall that cuer fell,! hope I fhall make fluft to goe with- 
out him, 

Ner Jf he fhould offer to choofe 3 and choofe the right 
Casket jou fiiould refufe topcrformcyourFathers will, 
if you Qiould refufe to accept him* 

Vor* Therefore for fearc of the worft, I pray thee fet 
adccpeglafieofReiniflh^wineon the contrary Casket, 
for ifthediucllbe within, and that temptation without, 
I know he will choofe it. I will doc any thing Nerrift 
ere I will be married to a fpun ge. 

Ner t Ycuncedcaot fearc Lady the hauing any of 


thefe Lords, they haue acquainted me with their deter* 
minations, which is indeede to rcturncto chcir home, 
and to trouble you with no more fuiie* vnleffe you may 
be won by fome other fort then your Fathers impofiti- 
on,depending on the Caskets. 

P&r. If! liue to be asokle as sSibiMa , I will dye as 
chafte as r Diam: vnleflc I be obtained by the manner 
of my Fathers will : lam glad this parccll of wooers 
are fo reafonable , for there is not one among them but 
I doate on his vcrieabfencc : and I wifti them a faire de- 
parture, 

Ner. Doe you not remember Ladie in your Fa- 
thers time, a V^enecian^ a$choIler and a Souldior that 
came hither in compaoie of the Mirquefl^e of %JMmnt* 
ferrat ? j 

V$r, Yes.yes^t was *B&jfamo % as I thinke, fo was hee 
call'd. 

jVfr, True Madam, hee of all the men that cuer my 
foolifji eyes look*d vpon, was the befl deferuing a faire 
Lady- 

<7*or. I remember him well,and I remember him wor- 
thy ofthypraife. 

Enter a Siruidgmm* 

Ser* The foure Strangers fecke you Madam to take 
their leaue ; and there is a fore-runoer come from a fift, 
the Prince ofAforoco, whobrjngs word the Pnnce his 
Maimer will be here to night. 

Vor+ If I could bid ihefifc welcome with fo oood 
heart as I can bid the other foure fart well, ] fl-'ould be 
glad ofhisapproach ; if he haue the condition of a -Sainc,. 
and the compitxionofa diacll 1 I had rather hee fhould 
fhrinc mc then wiuc me, Come 7*errif]afiuz go before; 
whiles Wee flint the gate vponoue wooer, another 
knocks at the doore, Exeunt* 

Enter Bajjanto with Shy lock? the /w. 

Shy. Three thoufand ducatcs,wc!L 

Half, I fir, fo r three months 

Shy. For three months,we!L 

Baff* For the which^as I cold you, 
Anthomo fhall be bound. 

Shy* Anthom&fanW become bound, well, 

Jliff. May you tied me ? Will you pleafure me ? 
Shall I know your anfwere, 

Shj* Three thoufand ducats for three aionthi, 
and Anthmiobo\w\v\, 

Haff. Your anfwere to that. 

Shy. wtfsrWw isagoodman, 

B&fj* Haue you heard any imputation to the con* 
trary. 

Shy. Ho no.no^Ojno ; my meaning in faying he is a 
good man, is to haue you vndcrftand me that he is fufH- 
cm, yet his meanesare in fuppofition ; hehath an Ar go- 
fie bound to Tripolis, another to the Indies, I vnaer- 
ftand moreouer vpon theRyaka^be hath a third atMcjti- 
co^a fourth for England, and other ventures hec hath 
Iquandred abroad but fhips are but boords T Sayler?j but 
men, there be land rati, andwatct rat6 } water theeues, 
and land thceues, I meancPyrats, and then there is the 
perrill ofwaters,windes,and rocks : the man is notwith. 
ftanding fi fiicient^hrce thoufand ducais-,1 thinke I may 
take his bond* 

*Baf. EeafTutcdyoumay. 

Jw. I 


